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World Soil Day 2025 celebrations by ICFRE-IFGTB EIACP PC

As part of Mission LIFE and in connection with World Soil Day 2025 EIACP (Environmental
Information, Awareness, Capacity Building and Livelihood Programme) Programme Centre
(erstwhile IFGTB ENVIS) Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree
Improvement at the ICFRE-Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore
organized various awareness campaigns covering students, general public and other
stakeholders. These campaigns' main focus is to make everyone understand the
importance of soils.

As part of this campaign, an awareness lecture on the theme “Healthy Soils for Healthy
Cities” was delivered by ICFRE-IFGTB EIACP PC to students. The lecture emphasized
the importance of soil conservation, the threats posed by pollution and degradation, and
the collective responsibility of communities to safeguard this vital natural resource. An
Awareness poster highlighting the significance of soil was released during the campaign.
Copies of the awareness poster and handouts were disseminated to various schools & the
general public in and around the district and its digital copies were shared with all the
stakeholders. All the events were registered in the worldwide events organized by the FAO
of the United Nations aligning with global efforts to celebrate World Soil Day 2025.
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World Soil Day 2025

Theme: Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities

The theme for 2025, “Healthy soils for healthy cities”, focuses on the role of soils in cities
and the challenges posed by soil sealing and urbanization. Urban soils provide essential
ecosystem services: they support food production, filter water, store carbon, regulate
temperatures, and sustain biodiversity. World Soil Day 2025 is a call to action. It invites
policymakers, scientists, city leaders, civil society, and citizens everywhere to reimagine
urban spaces through their soils, ensuring that people and nature can thrive together in

healthy green cities.
PID YOU KNOW?

*95% of our food comes from soils

* 33% of soils are degraded

. It can take up to 1 000 years to produce
just 2-3 cm of soil

- Soil is home to nearly 59% of Earth’s species

- Soils supply 15 of the 18 naturally occurring
chemical elements essential to plants

- There are more living organisms in a
tablespoon of soil than people on Earth

« 2 billion people worldwide suffer from lack
of micronutrients, known as hidden hunger

Source: www.fao.org

KEY MESSAGES

Healthy soils are key to cooler, greener, safer and healthier cities
Living soils make cities more resilient

Restoration of urban soils makes cities greener and healthier

Urban expansion is consuming fertile peri-urban soils

Sustaining soil health in urban and peri-urban agriculture supports resilient
agrifood systems

Greening cities improve health and well-being
Organic urban waste can be turned into soil wealth
Urban soil is the hidden infrastructure of cities

Soils in rural areas feed urban populations
"Protect Soil, Preserve Tomorrow"




