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Dist sees increase in forest
cover over past two years

On Track To Achieve The Target Of 33.3% Forest Cover By 2030

Times News NeEmwomi

Coimbatore; The forest co-
ver in the district has increa-
A by 95q km ina span aftwo
years, said additonal princi-
pal chiel conservator of [o-
rests Debasish Jana,

He saidl compared (o the
forpdt snrvey of India’s re-
port in 2007, the 23019 Teport
showed that forest cover In
Tamil Naduhas increased by
Bisgkm, In Colmbatore, i
hag increased by 8s glon,

Hesaid, “If tree growers
and Eemers contlnued st the
gdme rate, we could reach
our patkonal target of achie-
ving Saa% mrest cover by
H,”

Juna was speaking ot the
imaugurriion of dav two of
the tree growers mela orga-
nized by vity-based Institute
of Forest Genstles and Tree
Broeding on Wednesday Spe-
aking about the country and
state’s targel of achieving

Compared to the forest survey of
India's report in 2017, the 2019
report showed that forest cover
in Tamil Nadu has increased by
83sqkm. In Coimbatore, it has
increased by 9sgkm

S8.4% forest cover by 430, he
suld the most recent forest
sirvey roport-in Tam i Mado
showed 8 forest cover of
ELO%, “Huot we are seding
definite increase iF we com-
pare the 2017 and 2019 re-
poris. The credit forthisgoes
to the ires growers and
IFGTH which produces gua-
ity planting material for
mass seale plantarions.” Ja-
nasall

Jana admitied that they
were practical difficuliies in
mads seale plantation of fre-
ea, becavseagrioaiiaral tand
or fertlle Iand can't be ased
for this parpose as it would

erente fond production issie,

He zaid multiple {nstitg-
tions ' Including TNAI and
IFGTE were working on cre
ating WhatsApp groups for
TTes EIOwWeTs,

“They will npioad videns
an how to prune & tenk tres,
because i you pruns [t
wirong, the tres pede injured,
kncts will form,. and vyoul
won't gat good prices in the
market. The proup s alsoex-
pected to update dotails like
miarket prive for the quarien
deveeding echnologles. siil
working {deasete " hesaid.

He also advi=s] farmors
i the region who zre sager

to-onltivate sandal, bocaises
af 1ts high manetary valie,
to first check i they have re-
soUpCes 10 sl up a8 securlty
system for the trees to ensure
ik does ol get smuggled off
*It 15 also tmportant to check
If they have the right condi-
tlon 1o eultivate sandalwond,
because the real value and
oty I8 i the tree’s heart-
whod. The piteide sap 15 not
that valzabie," he saidd,

Farmesswerealso anisn-
raged ingetinio treelarming
because i acts asanitsuran:
ef-against suddst crop price
falls or evon nataral disas-
ters, “These tress are | ike an
Insurance policy mnd can b
nsed for your child's educa-
tion, " hesad,

“We want farmerstn give
us feedbaok on our varieties
or even varletles they dre
growing, to tell us the issues
they face. sothat wecan rese
archwaystosolve lt," IFGTH
director S Murigesan said.



