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The Institute of Forest Ge-
netics and Tree Breeding
(IFGTB), Coimbatore, or-
ganised a mega walkathon-
an awareness walk rally on
Thursday to commemo-
rate the occasion of The In-
ternational Day of Forests
2024 and promote the
LiFE Mission initiatives.

- IFGTB Director Dr. Kun-
hikannan in his inaugural
address, highlighted the
theme of the year, “Forests
and Innovation: New Solu-

THNU
IFGTB celebrates International Day of Forests

tions for a Better World,”
underscoring the indispen-
sable value of trees as hu-
manity’s heritage.

Dr. Kunhikannan also
emphasized the intricate
interdependence between
humans and trees, urging
proactive measures such
as reforestation efforts to
restore ecological balance
and safeguard the planet’s
future.

The rally commenced
with a solemn Prakruthi
Vandanam, an invocation
to nature in Sanskrit, com-
posed by Dr. Kannan C.S.

The rally kicked off
from the IFGTB
campus and
witnessed active
participation from

_students and staff of
- various educational

institutions and
IFGTB staff

Warrier, Chief Scientist. Dr.
Warrier’s awareness lec-
ture emphasised the pivo-
tal contribution of forests
to food security and sus-

tainable livelihoods, as -

well as their role in provid-
ing green jobs and wood-
based energy for millions
worldwide.

The rally kicked off from
the IFGTB campus and wit-

- nessed active participation

from students and staff of
various educational insti-
tutions, including Govern-
ment Arts College, Kongu-
nadu Arts and Science
College, PSG Arts and
Science College, and
IFGTB staff. Participants
hung awareness sign-
boards along the designat-
ed route, ensuring a broad-

er outreach to the
audience. Handouts were
also disseminated to school
children and the general
public to spread awareness
about forest conservation.

- As the rally concluded,
Dr. 8. Vigneswaran, Senior
Programme Officer, ex-
tended gratitude to all par-
napants for their involve-
ment in promoting forest
conservation and manage-
ment and underscoring the
collective responsibility to-
wards preserving natural
heritage for future genera-
tions.
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