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BENGALURU: Unregulated land use around Bannerghatta
National Park (BNP) over the past 25 years has drastically altered
the landscape besides causing changes in ecosystem services.

Between 1995 and 2021, the characteristic dry deciduous forests of
Bannerghatta, both within the protected area and without, have
shrunk approximately by 44% due to uncontrolled diversion of
land for agricultural activities, built-up areas and urbanisation.
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Recent reports on shrinking Bannerghatta forest areas need to be
looked into urgently. With rapid urbanisation and frequent wildfires taking their toll on patchesof greenery, the
government should focus on minimising such irreparable damage. Sadly, tackling loss of forests and ensuring
biodiversity conservation are hardlyaccorded the kind of priority they deserve. Moreover, it is not just
governments that should be concerned. Citizens too should step in to help preserve natural resources before
time runs out.

The details about changes in the landscape and in ecoservices were revealed by researchers of Indian Institute of
Forest Management (IIFM) in Bhopal under the Union ministry of environment, forests and climate change.

The findings were presented during the conservation conference in Mysuru coinciding with the golden jubilee of
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Project Tiger conservation programme.
Documenting the habitat loss, the researchers visited 17 villages in four wildlife ranges that are located within
BNP between 2021 and 2022, Eco Sensitive Zones (ESZ) and outside the boundary of the park. The study is yet to
be published.

"A protected area like BNP provides various ecosystem services ranging from biodiversity conservation to
recreation for the people of Bengaluru. However, these areas are facing constant threats such as diversion of land,
encroachment etc," said Prof Dhanya Bhaskar, lead author and associate professor of Ecosystem and
Environment Management at IIFM.

Declared a national park in 1974, Bannerghatta is characterised with dry deciduous as well as scrub type of
forests. "Generally, people living nearby derive their livelihood from the forest by extracting resources for various
commercial purposes.

That's not the case now. Currently, forests are viewed as biodiversity conservation and recreational spaces by
tourists and local communities as well. Access to urban jobs, markets and changing aspirations among locals has
brought about this change," Prof Bhaskar said.

Samudyatha Ramananda, another researcher, said: "It is assumed that protected areas do not undergo land-use
changes. Also in an urbanising landscape, protected areas are seen as intact green islands. The national park
status has prevented the loss of total forest cover, but qualitatively nature is changing from deciduous to more of
scrub and plantations in forests and farmlands.

The loss of deciduous forests was alarming as both locals and tourists to the area preferred these types of forests.
This fragmentation has led to man-animal conflict or land conflicts among villagers."

Rakhi Yadav, a researcher, said they are also studying the similar impact of urbanisation on Turahalli forests, Nallur



tamarind grove-a biodiversity heritage site and Jarakabande kaval as part of the project funded by the central
department of biotechnology under Indo-German collaboration.


